OLBS Religious Education

Dear Parents,

Our parish supports parents as the primary educators of their children. We appreciate the task assigned to us by you to assist in the Religious Education of your children. 

Families are encouraged to attend the Sunday Liturgy together. Participation in Sunday Mass is where Faith formation takes place. Attendance at Sunday Mass is important along with attendance at Religious Education classes.  Religious Education classes should not replace attendance at Sunday Mass.

Kindergarten - This is the first formal year of faith formation.  While this year is not mandatory, it is recommended that your child attend.  Through a combination of music, prayer, hands on activities, and Bible stories; your child will learn basic concepts including God as Creator, God’s love for us, God’s Son Jesus’ life on Earth, Jesus is our friend, the Church Family, and celebrating Holy Days and holidays.  Your child will practice and learn the Sign of the Cross, Our Lord’s Prayer, the Hail Mary, and the Glory Be prayers.  This program meets fourteen Saturday mornings during the school year.
 
First Grade
This year is the first year of a required two-year program for your child to receive the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.  Through a combination of music, prayer, hands on activities, and reading; your child will learn basic concepts such as God our Father, the Holy Trinity, Jesus and the Holy Family, Jesus’ work with the people, Jesus’ death on the Cross, Jesus’ Resurrection, the Holy Spirit, how the Church serves, belonging to a parish, celebrating the Sacraments, following Jesus, God’s forgiveness, the Eucharist, the Mass, sharing God’s love with others, honoring Mary and the Saints, caring for the gifts of God’s creation, the Church Year, Ordinary Time, Advent, Christmas, Lent, the Triduum, and Easter.  This program meets fourteen Saturday mornings during the school year. Your child will practice and learn basic prayers.

Second Grade – First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion is a two-year process that begins in First Grade. Children must have attended First Grade Religious Education. If not at OLBS then a copy of certificate or a letter from Parish must be presented.  Children will begin preparation for two Sacraments, First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. The children’s relationship with Jesus and the Church will take a big step forward. Please work with your child at home to reinforce their learning of the Sign of the Cross, the Our Father, the Hail Mary, the Glory Be, and the Act of Contrition.

Third Grade – Children will learn more about the importance of Prayer, what is Faith, The Holy Trinity, The Catholic Church, Mary the Mother of Jesus and the Rosary.  Children will also begin to work with and understand the Bible.

Fourth Grade – Children will get a better understanding of the importance of Prayer, work more with the Bible, more detail of our Faith, the Holy Trinity and the Catholic Church.  Children will also get a better understanding of the Ten Commandments.

Fifth Grade – Children will begin preparation to move to Junior High Religious Education with a larger focus on serving others.

Sixth to Eighth Grade – Children will use LifeTeen throughout these three years.  Focus will be on:
· Scripture and Bible Study
· Prayer
· Person of Christ
· Social Justice
· The Mass
· The Church

Ninth and Tenth Grade – Children will use LifeTeen: Purpose.  Grades 9 and 10 are required in order to make Confirmation in Grade 11.

Eleventh Grade – Confirmation Year – Retreats, Service and other requirements must be met.
